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11:35-12:00

PROGRAM DAY 1 n
Friday May 10, 2019

Breakfast

Welcome to the Symposium
Jody Billingsley, West Vancouver School District &
Jana Fox, Bulkley Valley School District

Acknowledgement of Territory
Alec Dan, Musqueam Leader

Doing What Matters Most
Linda Kaser & Judy Halbert, NOIIE & UBC

Storytelling - Knowing Who You Are and Where You Are
Brad Baker, North Vancouver School District

Transcending the Curriculum with Immersive
Human Stories
Serdar Ferit, Lyfta

Flash Chats
Stretch & Network

The Power and Possibilities of Assessment Research
Chris DeLuca, Queen’s University
Lorna Earl, Canadian Assessment for Learning Network

Support for NOIIE
Gordon Yusko, Irving K Barber Learning Centre, UBC

Ignite Sessions

Nathan Wilson, Delta School District

Kristen Vogel & Joanne Calder, Decision Skills
Jennifer Barker, Surrey Schools



12:00 - 1:00

1:00 - 2:00
2:00 - 2:15
2:15-3:15
3:20-3:30
3:30-4:00

4:00-4:10

4:10-5:30

PROGRAM DAY 1 - Cont’d
Friday May 10, 2019

Lunch

a. UBC Transformative Education Leadership Program
(TELP) Information Session 12:10 - 12:35pm
Steveston Room

Lunch served in room for attendees
Group Presentations, Break-Out #1
Stretch & Network
Group Presentations, Break-Out #2
A Provincial Perspective
Scott MacDonald, Deputy Minister,

BC Ministry of Education

Learning Stories
Brooke Moore, Delta School District

Doing What Matters Most
Five perspectives

Entertainment
Music and Cash Bar



7:45 - 8:30

8:30-8:40

8:40-9:10

9:10-9:30

9:30 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:30

11:30 - 11:45

11:45 - 12:00

PROGRAM DAY 2
Saturday May 11, 2019

Breakfast

Welcome to Day 2
Jody Billingsley and Jana Fox

Professional Conversations to Develop Adaptive
Expertise
Helen Timperley, University of Auckland

International Perspectives with Judy & Linda
Begonya Folch, Barcelona

Rosie Leonard-Kane, Whole Education Network
Natalie Mansour & David Martin, New South Wales
Zoe Smith, Australia

Flash Chats
Network & Stretch

Ignite Sessions

Karin Dumont and Melanie Charest, Kelowna Schools
Abhayjeet Sachal, Break the Divide

Mike Hooker, Revelstoke School District

Symbiosis: Education and Learning for the
21st Century
Scott Sampson, Science World Vancouver

Doing What Matters Most
Five perspectives

Moving Forward at The Leading Edge
Save the Date: May 28 - 30, 2020
Judy Halbert & Linda Kaser



Doing What Matters Most
FLASH CHATS

Friday, May 10

Deeper Learning and Formative Assessment
Assessment for Learning is key to learner ownership.
What are we doing? How are we doing?

Deeper Learning and Indigenous Education
How are we deepening the focus on Indigenous Learners and Aboriginal
Worldviews and Perspectives?

Deeper Learning and Inclusion
How are we ensuring that all students can learn and be successful in any
classroom or setting?

Deeper Learning and the Core Competencies
What are we doing to support student development of the Core
Competencies? How are we connecting this to self-assessment?

Saturday, May 11

Evidence Informed Professional Learning Practices
How are we strengthening inquiry-based professional learning in our
settings across all roles?

Designing Innovative Learning Environments

What are we doing? What are we learning? How are we using the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
principles of learning to inform this work?

Beginning Teachers and Teacher Candidates
How are we developing adaptive expertise right from the start?

Applied Design Skills and Technologies (ADST)
What are we doing? How’s it going? How are we focusing on an
inquiry mindset?



Doing What Matters Most H
GROUP PRESENTATIONS, BREAK-OUT SESSIONS #1
Friday, May 10, 1:00 - 2:00pm

STEVESTON ROOM

Re-Imagining Transitions for Indigenous Learners: A Collaborative Inquiry
Ten BC school teams have been engaged in a 3-year inquiry journey
to improve transitions for Indigenous learners. Their important and
transformative work is shared in the AESN Transitions research report.
Members of the AESN and NOIIE Impact Team will share the successes,
challenges, and key findings of the schools’ inquiry work, and encourage
educators to re-imagine what transitions can look like in their schools to
take action and improve outcomes for Indigenous learners.

AESN Transitions (Andrea Davidson, Jana Fox, Debbie Leighton-Stephents,
Catherine McGregor, Lynne Tomlinson & Heidi Wood

BRIDGEPORT ROOM

Dreaming of Dependence

With the evolution of education and moreover, pedagogy, educators have
been challenged to reflect on many terms that make up the foundations
of our curriculum. The eduspeak of our time, whether relevant or not,
permeates staff meetings in efforts to unpack and infuse a collective
vision to move schools forward. But are we really framing our thinking, or
enacting this language, in a way that aligns the values of the curriculum
with our expectations in our schools? In this one hour session, we aim to
disrupt your thinking (and ours!) to fuel and empower systemic change in
our schools.

Rosa Fazio, Karen Noel-Bentley, & Suzie Polzin (SD 39 Vancouver)

GULF OF GEORGIA ROOM

Team 1: Yukon Learning Networks’ Empowering and Engaging Stories
After an April learning celebration, a contingent of inquiring and innovating
Yukoners were selected to share their stories. Their implementation of
the curriculum, standards-based assessment practices, and experiential
approaches are naturally grounded in and culturally responsive to the
communities where they live and learn. In an ignite style, you will hear
their stories.

Betty Burns, Mindy Anderson, Denise McDiarmid & James Mitchell (Yukon
Education)



Doing What Matters Most a
GROUP PRESENTATIONS, BREAK-OUT SESSIONS #1
Friday, May 10, 1:00 - 2:00pm

Putting Learners at the Center

Two teachers tell their story of how their own curiosity is driving change and
creating a culture of inquiry in their learning community. They wondered,
how might we leverage learning through the voices of our learners? What
is the power of collective knowledge building? How might we empower
learner agency through inquiry based learning?

Christine Wengenmeier & Jennifer Davis (SD 23, MarJok Elementary School)

LULU ISLAND ROOM

A Story, a Scaffold, and a Frame. What’s the Next Step in Barcelona?
Two years ago, a team in Barcelona launched 22 district based networks
with 240 schools focused on learner-centered pedagogies. The Spiral of
Inquiry and its essential structures are being used to shift school cultures
to meet the needs of all the learners. This is an important story of big scale
change.

Begonya Folch, Victoria Ibdfiez & Mercé Mas (Barcelona)

Spirals of Enquiry in the UK for All Learners

Find out how Spirals of Enquiry is providing a necessary framework for
brave educators in England who are committed to delivering a whole
education for all young people. A group of special education teachers are
using the Spiral to empower their learners to have their voices heard, while
mainstream teachers are using it to reduce the number of pupils excluded
from school.

Rosie Leonard-Kane, Julie Temperley, Lisa Boyles, Kate Baldwin & Michelle
Heather (Whole Education Network, London)



Doing What Matters Most
GROUP PRESENTATIONS, BREAK-OUT SESSIONS #2
Friday, May 10, 2:15- 3:15pm

STEVESTON ROOM

District Change - Transformative Impact

The UBC Transformative Educational Leadership Program is currently in
its 4th cohort year, with the 5th cohort starting in October 2019. Come
and hear stories of transformative thinking in action from 5 school district
teams. Short presentations will be provided followed by a moderated
guestion period.

Lynn Archer (Richmond), Brad Bauman & Nancy Gordon (Delta), Lisa
Carson (Kamloops), Katherine Mcintosh (Coast Mountains), Jon Rever &
Jamie Robinson (Central Okanagan), & Lynne Tomlinson (UBC)

BRIDGEPORT ROOM

School-Wide Inquiry Using Witsuwit’en Culture to Bring the First Peoples
Principles of Learning Alive.

Using the spiral of inquiry, staff at Silverthorne Elementary recognized that
they could better meet the needs of Indigenous students through a school-
wide inquiry immersing in Witsuwit’en culture. They followed their hunch
that increasing pride and belonging through cultural awareness would
lead to improved academic success for Indigenous students. The staff has
fearlessly embraced Witsuwit’en culture and developed many successful
learning opportunities both in their classes and school-wide. They are in
the second year of this school-wide journey and are proud of the growth
and understanding that has happened for students, staff, and parents.

Tanya Margerm, Michelle Jakubec, Julie Krall & Birdy Markert (SD 54,
Silverthorne Elementary)

Téxemnem-kt (Paddling together)

Three years into the journey, Barb Hamblett explains how she has used
the spiral of inquiry to transform her school into a collaborative learning
organization. Beyond this, she will share her involvement in SD 73’s newly
formed Spiral Network, aimed at helping other schools use the framework
to do what matters most.

Barb Hamblett & team, here in spirit: Eric Haffenden, Christey Hughes, Mark
Virgo, Tracy Ned, Serena Reves, Bonnie Walsh, MJ Paluk, Marrie Peter, Mya
Wells, Tegan Manuel, Richard Simpkins (SD 73, Valleyview Secondary)



Doing What Matters Most a
GROUP PRESENTATIONS, BREAK-OUT SESSIONS #2
Friday, May 10, 2:15- 3:15pm

GULF OF GEORGIA ROOM

Flexible Learning Environments

At Kathleen McNeely Elementary in Richmond, BC, the staff has been using
aninquiry process for the past three years to seek answers to the question:
Will the creation of flexible learning environments, both within classrooms
and within the school, lead our students to become more engaged in their
learning?

Anna Nachbar, Gillian Ewart & Lisa Schwartz, (SD 38, Kathleen McNeely
Elementary School)

Power up for Creativity and Curiosity

This workshop explores an Australian schools’ journey using the Spirals of
Inquiry framework for transforming learning. St Helens Park Public School
is part of the NOIl NSW Network and uses collaborative inquiry teams
working together to improve their practice. Focus: Planning for Inspiration:
How materials, loose parts and mentor texts are used to support open
ended inquiry tasks.

Sue Sessions (NOIl NSW - Australia, St Helens Park Public School)

LULU ISLAND ROOM

Enabling Whole School Transformation Through Inquiry

Over the past three years this Australian school has been re-imagining their
school. Leaders, teachers and students have been learning to embrace an
Inquiry Stance, harnessing their natural curiosity and inclination to inquire.
In ‘doing what matters most’ for learners, they aim to achieve a vision of
creating literate, numerate, curious, influential learners who are ‘learning
asset’ rich and prepared to embrace an uncertain future.

Zoe Smith (Australia)

Team 2: Yukon Learning Networks’ Empowering and Engaging Stories
After an April learning celebration, a contingent of inquiring and innovating
Yukoners were selected to share their stories. Their implementation of
the curriculum, standards-based assessment practices, and experiential
approaches are naturally grounded in and culturally responsive to the
communities where they live and learn. In an ignite style, you will hear
their stories.

Chris Stacey, Cyndi O’Rourke, Ryan West & Alethea Wallace (Yukon
Education)



Doing What Matters Most
SYMPOSIUM CONTRIBUTORS
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District Principal Principal Musqueam Leader
SD 44 North Vancouver Hollyburn Elementary,

SD 45 West Vancouver
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Associate Professor Canadian Assessment Co-CEO & Creative Director
Queen’s University for Lerning Network Lyfta

JANA FOX JUDY HALBERT LINDA KASER
District Teacher for Culture Director, NOIIE & Director, NOIIE &
& Curriculum University of British Columbia University of British Columbia

SD 54 Bulkley Valley
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Network Facilitator Principal, Deputy Minister
Whole Education Network  Glenmore Park Public School, BC Ministry of Education

New South Wales
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