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NOII and AESN are dedicated to:
Every learner crossing the stage with dignity, purpose and options.

All learners leaving our settings more curious than when they arrive.
All learners gaining an understanding of and respect for Indigenous ways of knowing.
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1PROGRAM DAY 1
Friday May 12, 2017

7:30 - 8:30	 Breakfast

8:30 - 9:30  	 Welcome to the Symposium
	 Nicole Davey SD 54 Bulkley Valley &
	 Laura Tait SD 68 Nanaimo Ladysmith
	 Acknowledgement of Territory
	 Shane Pointe, Musqueam Elder
	 Guest Reflections
	 Debbie Leighton-Stephens

9:30 - 9:45 	 Connected Learning Matters
	 Linda Kaser & Judy Halbert, NOII & AESN

9:45 - 10:00	 Kàns Hiłile: ‘Making Things Right’
	 Kaleb Child, Musgamdzi, Field Liaison
	 Aboriginal Education, Ministry of Education

10:00 - 10:30	 Stretch & Network

10:30 - 10:45	 The Innovation Urgency
	 Natalie Mansour & David Sim, New South Wales

10:45 - 11:30	 Flash Chats 

11:30 - 12:00	 Ignite Sessions 
	 Trev Spilchen, SD 37 Delta
	 Orly Estrin, SD 39 Vancouver
	 Suzi Gould & Rebecca Sweeney, New Zealand

12:00 - 1:00	 Lunch
	 UBC Transformative Education Leadership Program 	 	
	 (TELP) Information Session in Steveston Room
	 12:10 - 12:35pm 
	 (lunch served in room for attendees)

Network of Inquiry and Innovation Aboriginal Enhancement Schools Network



2PROGRAM DAY 1
Friday May 12, 2017

1:00 - 2:00	 Connected Learning Matters
	 School Presentations, Break-out Sessions #1 

2:00 - 2:15	 Stretch & Network

2:15 - 3:15	 Connected Learning Matters
	 School Presentations, Break-out Sessions #2	

3:25 - 3:40	 Breaking Out of the Loop: BC and the Frontier of
	 Expansive Learning  
	 Amelia Peterson, Harvard University

3:40 - 3:50	 Support for AESN
	 Gordon Yusko, Irving K Barber Learning Centre,
	 University of British Columbia

3:50 - 4:10	 Beyond the Celebration of Diversity:
	 Taking Difference Into Account in Leadership
	 Blye Frank, Dean, Faculty of Education, 
	 University of British Columbia   

4:10 - 4:30	 Guest Reflections 
	 Vicki Kelly, Associate Professor, Faculty of Education
	 Simon Fraser University
	
4:30	 Looking Ahead
	 Nicole Davey & Laura Tait 

Network of Inquiry and Innovation Aboriginal Enhancement Schools Network



3PROGRAM DAY 2
Saturday May 13, 2017

7:45 - 8:30	 Breakfast

8:30 - 8:45	 Welcome to Day 2 - Connected Learning Matters
	 Nicole Davey & Laura Tait 

8:45 - 9:05	 Adaptive Expertise and the Spirals of Inquiry
	 Helen Timperley, Professor of Education, 
	 University of Auckland, New Zealand

9:10 - 9:30	 Celebrating Successes in K-12 Aboriginal Education 
	 Jan Hare, Associate Dean, Indigenous Education
	 Faculty of Education, University of British Columbia

9:30 - 10:00	 Flash Chats

10:00 - 10:30	 Network & Stretch 

10:30 - 11:00	 Ignite
	 Tashi Krincic, SD 37 Delta
	 Darren Macmillan, SD 43 Coquitlam
	 Rose Pillay, Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Vancouver

11:00 - 11:30	 ALL Means ALL in BC Schools
	 Shelley Moore, SD 38 Richmond &
	 University of British Columbia

11:30 - 11:50 	 Guest Reflections
	 Debbie Jeffrey, Executive Director,
	 First Nation Education Steering Committee

11:50 - 12:00	 Moving Forward:
	 Connected Learning Matters for Everyone
	 Judy Halbert & Linda Kaser

Network of Inquiry and Innovation Aboriginal Enhancement Schools Network



4Connected Learning Matters
FLASH CHATS

1.	 Strengthening the circle - How are we deepening the focus on 	 	 	
	 Aboriginal learners and Aboriginal understandings?
2.	 Every learner crossing the stage with dignity, purpose and options - 		
	 What’s working to ensure this is becoming a reality for every learner? 
3.	 ALL learners leaving our settings more curious than when they arrived 		
	 - What strategies are working to increase curiosity and intellectual 		
	 engagement?
4.	 Four Key Questions for Scanning and Checking - How are we building 		
	 student agency into all inquiry work?
5.	 Evidence Informed Professional Learning Practices - How are we 		
	 strengthening inquiry-based professional learning in our settings across 		
	 all roles?
6.	 Designing Innovative Learning Environments - What are we doing?
	 What are we learning? How are we using the Organization for Economic
	 Co-operation and Development (OECD) principles of learning to inform
	 this work?
7.	 Beginning Teachers and Teacher Candidates - How are we developing 		
	 adaptive expertise right from the start?
8.	 Effort, Grit and Resilience - What are we doing to build growth mindsets 	
	 and resilience in all our learners?
9.	 System Transformation - How are we transforming ‘big chunks’ of our 	 	
	 systems to create greater intellectual engagement? 
10.	 The Renewed Curriculum and Deeper Forms of Learning - What are we 		
	 doing? How are we doing? 
11.	 Developing Self Regulating Learners - What are we doing?
	 How are we doing? 
12.	 Assessment for Learning is key to learner ownership - What are we doing? 	
	 How are we doing? 
13.	 Self-Assessment and the Core Competencies - What are we doing to 		
	 provide students with opportunities to reflect on the competencies?
14.	 Growing a Mathematical Mindset - What are we doing? How are we doing? 
15.	 Community Connections - How are we extending learning opportunities 	
	 beyond the school?
16.	 Addressing Racism - How are we creating respectful, inclusive cultures in 	
	 our schools, districts and networks? 
17.	 Applied Design Skills and Technologies (ADST) - What are we doing?  How 	
	 are we focusing on an inquiry mindset? Where do we want to go?
18.	 Outdoor Education - What are we doing?  How are we doing?  How are 		
	 we providing students with opportunities to connect with the natural
	 environment? 
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SCHOOL PRESENTATIONS, BREAK-OUT SESSIONS #1
Friday, May 12,  1:00 - 2:00pm

Network of Inquiry and Innovation Aboriginal Enhancement Schools Network

STEVESTON ROOM  1:00 - 2:00pm
Exploring our Experiences with Place-based Learning
Aya7ayulh Chet (Cultural Journeys) is a program of choice that focuses on 
place-based learning combined with Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh language and culture. 
How do purposeful and repeated experiences that encourage different 
ways of knowing a natural place deepen person-place connections and 
contribute to a person’s sense of self/identity?
Naomi Radawiec & Charlene Williams, Aya7ayulh Chet (Cultural Journeys), 
SD 48 Sea to Sky

Developing Trusting Relationships at Smithers Secondary
By developing trusting relationships and having deep conversations with 
Aboriginal students at Smithers Secondary, we are gaining insights into 
their experiences, connectedness, and expectations of the school. The 
relationships are based on stronger individual connections and focus group 
conversations, as well as supports for classroom teachers. The insights we 
are gaining are helping to guide the school in appropriate student support, 
staff learning, and necessary system changes.
Jana Fox, Jaksun Grice, Teresa Monkman, Catherine Quanstrom, Niki 
Robichaud & Trina-Anne Zubek, SD 54 Bulkley Valley

BRIDGEPORT ROOM  1:00 - 2:00pm
EPIC - Interdisciplinary Learning with an Aboriginal Focus
At Southern Okanagan Secondary School the process of learning is one of 
collaboration and getting our hands ‘dirty’.   In our 2nd year of the EPIC 
program we have spiraled to explore not only the multi-grade and multi-
disciplinary learning for our students, but the power of staff collaboration.  
Connecting community, curriculum and land-based learning, EPIC is an 
exciting program that provides students with the opportunity to experience 
a rich and meaningful semester while working outside the confines of the 
classroom. 
Ryan Baptiste, Rachelle Goncalves & Marcus Toneatto, South Okanagan 
Secondary, SD 53 Okanagan Similkameen
United in Learning at Eke Me-Xi Learning Centre	
We will share how we go beyond the traditional split-class format and 
offer multi-age educational activities. Our in-class projects and field study 
experiences offer opportunities for our learners to connect with one 
another, their culture and the community. We aim to be a united school, 
both academically and socially.
Melanie Demoe, Leah Hubbard & Sherri Williams,
SD 85 Vancouver Island North 



6Connected Learning Matters
SCHOOL PRESENTATIONS, BREAK-OUT SESSIONS #1
Friday, May 12,  1:00 - 2:00pm

Network of Inquiry and Innovation Aboriginal Enhancement Schools Network

LULU ISLAND ROOM  1:00 - 2:00pm
Successful School Structures Enable Collaborative Processes and Allow 
for School Wide Focus
At Ballenas Secondary, we have successfully used our school structures 
(Flex, LINK, Circle of Courage structure) to use collaborative time to plan, 
develop and deliver school wide mini-lessons. This year, our goal has 
been to make Indigenous culture, history, and contributions more visible 
in a variety of ways with the intent that this will increase grade to grade 
transitions.
Heather Deering, Olivia Hill, Jane Reynolds & Rudy Terpstra, SD 69 Qualicum

Taking the Next Step to Student Success
Guided by goals set through positive inquiry, WL Seaton has implemented 
several strategies that have contributed to success for Aboriginal students.  
Using the positive inquiry process again, Aboriginal students are helping 
us to set new goals that will put Seaton students on the path to further 
education. 
Paul Boyd & Jacalyn Kersey, WL Seaton Secondary, SD 22 Vernon

GULF OF GEORGIA ROOM  1:00 - 2:00pm
Connecting Learning Using an Inter-Disciplinary Aboriginal Understandings 
Inquiry Focus: “How does where one lives affect how one lives?” 	
Our Grade 8 team started the year by building a framework of community 
values for all students. This ensured that ALL learners - adults and young 
people - were on the same values page. We then worked as a team to ensure 
a strong emphasis on Aboriginal understandings in each core subject. The 3 
questions were used with learners to deepen our views about where each 
learner was at - and what we heard has helped us be more successful in 
our work of deepening student engagement and ownership of the learning 
process.
Lynn Brown, Robyn Grey, Brett Hancock, Michelle James, Tanya Lebans, 
Carson Williams, Dover Bay Secondary School, SD 68 Nanaimo Ladysmith
How Can Using Collaborative Action Research and a Universal Design for 
Learning Approach Help All Learners “Walk the Stage”?	
A staff wide inquiry in two schools (elementary and secondary) has helped 
us establish a framework for meeting the unique needs of our learners.  
Using the strengths of students and teamwork of two staffs, we have taken 
actions that are making a significant difference.  Come and learn about our 
experiences so far.
Dwayne Anderson, Julie Krall & Aimee Richmond,
Houston Secondary School & Silverthorne Elementary, SD 54 Bulkley Valley
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SCHOOL PRESENTATIONS, BREAK-OUT SESSIONS #2
Friday, May 12,  2:15 - 3:15pm

Network of Inquiry and Innovation Aboriginal Enhancement Schools Network

STEVESTON ROOM  2:15 - 3:15pm
What brings you to school?  What keeps you here?
Following our hunch and listening to student voice has strengthened our 
connection with our students.  Our presentation will show the journey we 
are taking with our students and staff ensuring all students feel welcome 
and connected.
Sandy Beckwith, Roberta Edzerza, Sandra Pond & James Zlatanov,
Charles Hays Secondary, SD 52 Prince Rupert

Integrating First Peoples’ Science Knowledge and Perspectives
Participants are introduced to the exciting new FNESC/FNSA Science First 
Peoples Teacher Resource Guide which helps educators see how First 
Peoples’ perspectives and knowledge in science can be respectfully and 
authentically included in science inquiry. The session also features an 
example of how SD 67 Okanagan Skaha used this resource and adapted it 
to reflect local context and a place-based consciousness.
Jo Chrona, FNESC & Naryn Searcy, SD 67 Okanagan Skaha

BRIDGEPORT ROOM  2:15 - 3:15pm
Transitioning to Individualized Learning 	
Our COASt (Cultural, Outdoor, Alternative Studies) program has provided 
a segue for the grade sevens to ease their transition to secondary school. 
This year we look to credit alternative learning experiences, and increase 
student responsibility for their learning with a Request for Credit approach. 
Christine Cunningham & Derek Seifert, Gudangaay Tlaats’gaa Naay 
Secondary School, SD 50 Haida Gwaii
Teacher Collaboration to Support Student Transitions	
We examine the role of teacher collaboration in distributing our shared 
responsibility to support grade 7 to 8 transitions for Aboriginal learners. 
How can we help our grade 8 students see their enrolling teachers as their 
caring adults?   Our inquiry considers how priority practices that value 
Aboriginal worldviews and perspectives can enhance relationships and 
promote successful transitions for all learners.
Ryan D’Angelo & Robert Taddei, Frank Hurt Secondary School, SD 36 Surrey
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SCHOOL PRESENTATIONS, BREAK-OUT SESSIONS #2
Friday, May 12,  2:15 - 3:15pm 

Network of Inquiry and Innovation Aboriginal Enhancement Schools Network

LULU ISLAND ROOM  2:15 - 3:15pm
Soaring on the Winds of the Peace
Similar to the rivers that are so very important to the First Nations 
communities in our area, we are creating ripples of success with our 
Aboriginal students.   In this session, we will describe how our transition 
program, strategies and structures are used to promote positive connections 
and outcomes for our adolescent students. 
Ashley Beerling, Melanie Carew & Barb Wagner, Peace River North 
Secondary, Energetic Learning Campus, Bert Bowes Middle School & Dr 
Kearney Middle School, SD 60 Peace River North

NOII New South Wales: Taking Off Down Under
Last September Sydney principals David Sim and Natalie Mansour launched 
NOII New South Wales with a group of dedicated colleagues and 16 
committed school teams. Their work with the Spiral of Inquiry is having a 
big impact within and across their schools. Learn more about their unique 
designs for professional learning, school visits and networked sharing..
Natalie Mansour, Glenmore Park Public School & David Sim, Lurnea Public 
School, New South Wales

GULF OF GEORGIA ROOM  2:15 - 3:15pm
Inclusion & Growth Mindset	
Our Spiral of Inquiry project is motivated by our mission to build a more 
inclusive model where we can support special education students and 
teachers in our school’s transition into the new curriculum. This new 
Learning Assistant Teacher structure created opportunities to explore 
growth mindset, engage with teachers and address the challenges we face 
as both learners and educators in this new model.
Nicole Cross & Camille Luks, Yukon Education
Towards an Integrated Approach to Promoting Mental
Wellbeing in K-12 Education	
Child and youth mental wellbeing is a priority for districts across the 
province. However, traditional approaches to advancing wellbeing have 
been limited to programmatic interventions that can languish in the absence 
of supportive school systems and cultures. In this session, presenters will 
discuss the value of approaches such as inquiry in inspiring actions that can 
broaden our lens beyond program dissemination towards supporting an 
integrated learning environment that values wellbeing.
Mali Bain & Paul McArthur, JW McConnell Foundation
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